
HAL Id: hal-03969101
https://cnrs.hal.science/hal-03969101

Submitted on 2 Feb 2023

HAL is a multi-disciplinary open access
archive for the deposit and dissemination of sci-
entific research documents, whether they are pub-
lished or not. The documents may come from
teaching and research institutions in France or
abroad, or from public or private research centers.

L’archive ouverte pluridisciplinaire HAL, est
destinée au dépôt et à la diffusion de documents
scientifiques de niveau recherche, publiés ou non,
émanant des établissements d’enseignement et de
recherche français ou étrangers, des laboratoires
publics ou privés.

Charles Dickens’s Great Expectations and the
Economics of Hope

Nathalie Vanfasse

To cite this version:
Nathalie Vanfasse. Charles Dickens’s Great Expectations and the Economics of Hope. Journée d’étude
“ Forms of Knowledge and Experience in the Long Nineteenth Century ”, Christine Reynier, 2022,
Montpellier (France), France. �hal-03969101�

https://cnrs.hal.science/hal-03969101
https://hal.archives-ouvertes.fr


Charles Dickens’s Great Expectations and the 
Economics of Hope

Emmanuel Petit (Bordeaux School of Economics)
Nathalie Vanfasse (LERMA, Aix-Marseille Université)



Hope, George Frederic WaMs, 1885



Integra(on of hope into economic analysis.
Understanding of hope in economic analysis, and the interpreta(on of
Dickens’s novel.



Joseph Wright of Derby The Iron Forge, 1772







“I am instructed to 
communicate to him,” 
said Mr. Jaggers, throwing
his finger at me sideways, 
“that he will come into a 
handsome property. 
Further, that it is the 
desire of the present
possessor of that
property, that he be
immediately removed
from his present sphere
of life and from this place, 
and be brought up as a 
gentleman,—in a word, as 
a young fellow of great
expectations.”(chap. 18)





I noticed that he looked 
about him with a desponding 
eye at breakfast-time; that he 
began to look about him 
more hopefully about 
midday; that he drooped 
when he came into dinner; 
that he seemed to descry 
Capital in the distance, rather 
clearly, after dinner; that he 
all but realised Capital 
towards midnight; and that 
at about two o’clock in the 
morning, he became so 
deeply despondent again as 
to talk of buying a rifle and 
going to America, with a 
general purpose of 
compelling buffaloes to make 
his fortune. (chap. 28)





From gentleman to gentle man 


