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Ghandejan and Dast-e Barin: Proposal for Its Location at Kalikuheh in
Sar Mashad Region in the Southwest of Pars, Iran

Parsa Ghasemi

parsa.ghassemi@gmail.com

Abstract: Ghandejan and Dast-e Barin are toponyms of an ancient city or area referred to by most Early
to Middle-period Islamic historians and geographers. In some texts, only the name of Dast-e Barin is
mentioned; in others, the name of Ghandejan. Sometimes both toponyms appear together, and it is
mentioned that Ghandejan is the center of Dast-e Barin. According to the geographers, the city was one
of the major centers of ancient Pars and a production hub for luxury textiles, kilim, jajim (carpets), and
pillows. Ghandejan was also one of the caravan stations on the road from the center of Pars (Siraz) to
the sea (Persian Gulf). This city has played an important role in trade and connection between cities
in Pars and the Persian Gulf ports. According to Islamic historical and geographical texts, there were
many famous people in Ghandejan and Dast-e Barin. Since 2004, the author, in search of the city of
Ghandejan or Dast-e Barin, has conducted some archaeological surveys of the possible geographical
zone of Ghandejan in the southern Pars Region, which today includes the areas west of Firuzabad and
Farasband, east of Dastestan/Borazjan, and south of Kazeriin counties, which all Islamic geographers,
have mentioned. The result of these field surveys was the identification of many large and small urban
and rural settlement sites, datable to the Sasanian to the Middle Islamic periods.

In the present article, the author, based on the precise location of the toponyms mentioned in Early and
Middle Islamic historical and geographical texts, along with archaeological evidence of field studies,
proposes locating Ghandejan and Dast-e Barin in the Sar Mashad Region and strongly believes that the
city center of Ghandejan or Dast-e Barin is the Kalikiiheh archaeological site located near the modern
village of Tol-e Saman.

Keywords: Historical Geography, Ghandejan, Dast-e Barin (Bari), Sar Mashad, Kaliktiheh, Sasanian Pe-
riod, Early and Middle Islamic periods.
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IIl. 2: Reconstruction and matching of the geographical location of Ghandejan and Dast-e Barin and other toponyms along the
routes of western Pars. The area of the archaeological sites is shown in red using GIS software, based on todays measurements.
Base map: SRTM 90m resolution, data available from the U.S. Geological Survey.

b bygd gy Sl 5 ol (el sl g gy slopb alodle g dgeias cads o o i g i i Sl oo IS5
IIL. 3: Reconstruction and matching of the geographical location of Ghandejan and Dast-e Barin in the Sar Mashad Region and
placement of other names such as rivers and structures mentioned in Islamic geographer’s reports. Base map: SRTM 90m
resolution, data available from the U.S. Geological Survey.
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Fig. 1: General view of the remains of the city of Jereh and the Mehr-Narsian fire-temple, east of the present-day Cahartaq village.
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Fig. 2: Location of the Sasanian and Early Islamic city of Tang-e Eram and the Qal’eh-ei fort near the present-day Tang-e Eram
city. Base map: Google Earth 2021.
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Fig. 3: Remnants of the Sasanian and Early Islamic Sabook Bridge to the east of the present-day Sabook village in the mountainous area of
Kuhmareh, over the Jereh / Sirin River (Photo: Reza Noruzi).
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Fig. 4: Remains of the ancient Cahanjir to Darbaliit road, north of Darbaliit archaeological site.
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Fig. 5: Remains of the Sekasteh bridge on the Sar Mashad- Jereh road, over the Sur-Dalaki River.
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Fig. 6: Satellite photograph of the Kalikiiheh city; the vacant sections show destruction during the last. two decades caused by agricultural
activities (Google Earth 2012).
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Fig. 7: Drone image of the eastern parts of the Kalikitheh city showing the remains of the structures and ruined buildings in the north of the
Tol-e Naqara hillfort.
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Fig. 8: Remains of the Qiz Qaleh fort with a defensive moat at the west of the Qiz Qal’eh quarter of the Kalikaheh city (see Ill. 4, point 2).
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Fig. 9: Remains of the Tol-e Naghareh fort spread over a hill in the southwest of Kalikitheh city (see Ill. 4, point 3).
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Fig. 10: Remains of the Tol-e Saman fort spread over a hill in the west of the Kalikiiheh city (for the location see Ill. 4, point 1).
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Fig. 11: Remains of the Kusk or Kalikiiheh caravanserai, east of the Kalikaheh city (see Ill. 4, point 4).
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11l 5: Sketch plan of the Kusk or Kalikitheh caravanserai in the east of the Kalikaheh (S€€ 111 4, point 4,
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Fig. 12: (1) Remains of the Kusk or Kalikitheh caravanserai: View from the east. (2) Close-up view of several
chamers located in the western part of the courtyard in two stories. (3) A large chamber in the western corner of
the courtyard with a barrel-vault arch.
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Fig. 13: Remains of ¢ahartaq of Qanat Baq on the eastern side of the Qanat Baq archaeological site.
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Fig. 14
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: Remains of the Qanat Baq fort in the eastern part of the Qanat Baq settlement.
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IIL. 6: Sketch plan of the Qanat Baq fort in the eastern part of the Qanat Baq settlement.
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