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BYBLOS DURING THE 
HELLENISTIC PERIOD

Jean-Baptiste Yon

Byblos, modern Jbeil, is one of the oldest continuously inhabited sites in the Near East and, 
like Damascus, Aleppo, Tyre or Beirut, it has kept its name through the ages. Although it 
was little known in the Hellenistic period (336‑31 BC), the site was still inhabited and 
not forgotten, keeping its double name, Semitic Gebal and Greek Byblos. However, 
the continuous occupation is only sparsely reflected in the sources. The city was little 
more than a name, in the period between Alexander the Great, his successors in the 
late 4th century BC, and Pompey who beheaded the local tyrant around 64‑63 BC. While 
no significant abandonment layer seems to appear in the archaeological records, some 
traces, such as rare inscriptions, coinage in the name of the city and sparse archaeological 
discoveries, serve as clear evidence of this occupation (Fig. 35.1‑2).

Similarly, the continuity of the cults from the Bronze Age, the Phoenician period 
to Roman imperial times has often been underlined, leading one to believe in their 
preservation during the Hellenistic period, but material evidence is somewhat lacking: 
it is not possible to specify to whom the temples that are commonly recognized on the 
site are dedicated. The existing plans are based mainly on modern reconstructions, 
and it would be misleading to come to conclusions about the Hellenistic period, based 
exclusively on later evidence.

The archaeology of Hellenistic Byblos
Despite a few remains found here and there, it is still difficult to form a precise picture 
of the topography of Hellenistic Byblos. Obviously, Hellenistic remains were not among 
matters of concern for the first excavators, who were much more interested in earlier 
– and more glorious – periods. It does not mean that these remains were totally neglected, 
and they do figure in the reports published by Montet, Dunand and Lauffray, allowing a 
map of Hellenistic Byblos to be created (Salles 2003, fig. 6).

The most striking aspect seems to be the continuity of the Bronze Age period 
sanctuaries into Roman times, which would indicate that religious life was still vibrant 
in the Hellenistic city. Among the possible sanctuaries are the so-called Bâtiment I, some 
parts of which may be Hellenistic, Bâtiment II (which could be the Baalat Gebal Temple, 
the great goddess of Byblos) and a large, paved area between them. Other remains of this 
period include a Hellenistic district to the south of Bâtiment II, a settlement area near the 
later Roman nymphaeum (see Chapter 36), part of a ‘glacis’, a number of houses (Fig. 35.4) 
and several tombs.

The excavations have revealed a substantial amount of Hellenistic material 
(ceramics, lamps, figurines etc.). Rediscovered sculptures show the presence in 

35. 
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the city of the Hellenistic ‘high culture’ of the time, 
for instance, in the masculine head of a prominent 
individual, maybe a priest (c. 100 BC; Dunand 1937, 
pl.  XLII; 1939, 34‑35). Other discoveries show the 
continuity of local customs, for instance, a throne of 
Astarte (Dunand 1950, pl.  CLII). Amphora stamps are 
proof of links with the outside world, but there are not 
enough to prove that it was an important point of trade. 
Likewise, the ships and murex on the coinage could 
reflect the reality of the period and thriving trade, or 
more probably only a glorious past.

Languages
As can be seen on the coinage, the local language, 
Phoenician, was still in use, at least on official documents. 
Another piece of evidence is a small terracotta throne 
with a bilingual inscription to Astarte, also known as 
the Lady of Byblos, probably dated to the 1st century BC, 
or a little later (Ἀστάρτη  / BʿLT GBL). But Phoenician 
texts were very rare and in the process of disappearing, 
with official use very quickly limited to coin legends. No 
Phoenician name is attested in the Greek inscriptions of 
the Hellenistic period and there is only one example for 

Figure 35.1: Gold coin with Alexander the Great, minted in Byblos. Luynes.1613 (43‑23‑54) © Bibliothèque nationale de France, Paris.

Figure 35.2: Silver coin with Alexander the Great, minted in Byblos. Y-44 (5‑41‑36) © Bibliothèque nationale de France, Paris.
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Figure 35.3: Location of a Hellenistic area north of the Roman nymphaeum. Photograph by author.

Figure 35.4: Bronze Age tombs reused as Hellenistic cellars to the south-east of the ancient city. Photograph by Julien Chanteau.
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the Roman period (one Gerostratos, Γηρόστρατος, of 
unknown date), which amounts to less than 1% of the 
corpus. If a Phoenician inscription found at Byblos in the 
1920s (Briquel-Chatonnet 1991, 4‑6) is indeed of Hellenistic 
date, one must add the names ʿAbdeschmun (ʿBDʾŠMN) and 
ʾSʿʾ. The latter, of uncertain pronunciation, is perhaps a 
personal name formed on the name of the goddess Isis, 
which corresponds well with Egyptian influences, very 
present in Phoenicia since the Bronze age.

The cults of Byblos
This last example draws attention to the deep Egyptian 
coloration of the local cults (Bonnet 2015, 187), but also 
to the evolution of those cults, from the Iron Age into the 
Roman period. One probable theory links the prestige of 
Isis at Byblos with the earlier cult of the Baʿalat, the ‘Lady’ 
of Gubal/Byblos. Her masculine counterpart, Adonis (a 
Greek name originating in the Semitic ʾDN ‘Lord’), could 
have been, at the same time, more or less assimilated to 
other suffering gods (Osiris) or Greek heroes with a tragic 
destiny (Aliquot 2004, 213; Bonnet 2015, 171‑88). However, 
even if there is no Hellenistic documentation from the 
city for his cult, his popularity in Roman times, which is 
frequently associated with Byblos, must have its roots in 
the preceding Hellenistic period. According to Strabo (XVI, 
2, 18) –  who wrote at the very beginning of the Roman 
period – the city was ‘consecrated to Adonis’.

Indeed, a remarkable development was the 
introduction of new images on the coins of Byblos. Isis 
Pharia, depicted standing on reed boat, was originally an 
Egyptian goddess, but she was also Isis, as interpreted in 
Alexandria by the Greeks (Aliquot 2004, 214; 2009, 177‑78). 
Likewise, Byblos is perhaps the place where a particular 
image of the ‘sailing Isis’ (euploia) was created. The god 
Harpocrates was another ‘Egyptian’ figure on the coinage 
with a clear Hellenistic origin.

One such phenomenon of iconographic stability, 
between the Hellenistic and the Roman periods at least, 
was the figure of Six-winged Kronos/El, prominent 
on the coinage of the 2nd century BC (Sawaya 1998). 
His iconography is mirrored by a later description by 
Philo of Byblos (as transmitted by Eusebius, Preparatio 
Evangelica I, 10) giving the name of the god, assimilating a 
Semitic supreme god, El, with some sort of supreme Greek 
deity (the father of Zeus), Kronos.

The regional context
If it had been dependent on external evidence, Byblos 
would be virtually unknown, except for short mentions 
in literary sources. The last local king was Enylos (in 
Greek, Ἔνυλος; Elayi and Elayi 1993a). His name is the 
equivalent of Phoenician ʿAynel (ʿYNʾL), on the coins 
(Rouvier 1901; Hoover 2010, nos. 138‑40). This king did 
not appear after the siege of Tyre in 332 (see Chapter 34), 

nor did any other. The city was still in the foreground a 
few years later, at the time of the Wars of the Successors 
of Alexander the Great (323‑301 BC), when it was 
one of the shipyards of Antigonus (c. 316 BC), which 
presupposes infrastructure, in addition to the proximity 
of the mountains, which could have provided wood for 
the ships (Diodorus 19, 58). Afterwards (from 301 BC), 
the city was under Ptolemaic domination until the end of 
the 3rd century BC. This fact has to be seen in the context 
of strong links with Egypt from at least the Bronze Age. 
Egyptian cults left a deep imprint on the religious life 
of Byblos, as can be deduced from the Hellenistic and 
Roman documentation.

After the victory of Antiochus III (200 BC) against the 
Ptolemaic forces, Byblos became part of the Seleucid 
empire but, except for the coinage and an occasional 
inscription, remains of this period are few. It is only 
in the first decades of the Seleucid period that clear 
proof of an organized community becomes visible. 
An inscription dating to September 178 BC discovered 
during the 1930s excavations allows Byblos a secure 
position on the map of the Seleucid Near East (Fig. 35.5). 
Like sanctuaries in other cities of the Seleucid province 
of Syria and Phoenicia, it was subject to regulations 
issued by the Seleucid king, Seleucus IV Philopator 
(187‑175 BC), and by the administration of the satrapy 
(province) (Yon 2015).

A few years later, under Antiochus IV Epiphanes 
(175‑164 BC), a civic ‘pseudo-autonomous’ coinage (by the 
city, but with the portrait of the king), put in the foreground 
a self-definition of Byblos as ‘Saint’ in Phoenician (LGBL 
QDŠT ‘Of Gubal [Byblos] the saint’; Houghton, Lorber and 
Hoover 2008, 79‑81). Admittedly Byblos coins, rather rare, 
circulated only in a fairly small area. Later from 102 BC, 
the head of the king was replaced by the bust of Tyche, 
with a Phoenician legend, but a date in Greek letters 
(Seyrig 1954, 73), at a time when the Seleucid kings had 
lost all influence, outside a narrow area.

The Seleucid power faded over time, which explains 
why the last reference concerning the Hellenistic 
period in Byblos is found in the Geography of Strabo 
(XVI, 2, 18), in which the city is described as struggling 
with brigands and with a local tyrant, before being 
liberated around 64‑63 BC by the Roman armies of 
general Pompey (106‑48 BC), who beheaded the tyrant. 
Available evidence, especially post-Antiochus IV (after 
164 BC) coinage, suggests that the city did not lose all of 
its importance during this period. Later documentation 
shows that, at its core, the continuity was linked to the 
religious role of the city, which is reflected in authors of 
the Roman period (Plutarch concerning Isis and Osiris, 
Lucian’s, On the Syrian goddess or the translation of a 
Phoenician history, attributed to a mythical author 
‘Sanchuniaton’, by Philo of Byblos).
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Figure 35.5: Hellenistic Greek inscription 
of regulations issued by the Seleucid king, 
Seleucus IV Philopator, found at Byblos. 
DGA 12570 © Ministry of Culture, Lebanon/
Directorate General of Antiquities.
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Byblians abroad
It is only by turning to external epigraphic documentation 
that one could even mention the name of one of the city’s 
inhabitants. The Aegean Island of Delos has preserved 
evidence of vibrant communities of Phoenicians and other 
people from the Levant and surrounding regions. For 
Byblos, it includes gifts to the sanctuaries of Delos made by 
the Byblians as a group, or by an athlete, Timokrates, who 
won in boxing, in the ‘young’ category, at the Apollonia. 
Finally, the epitaph of one Dionysios, son of Hermesandros, 
from Byblos, has been found in the necropolis of Delos 
(references in Yon 2015). In all cases, the onomastics is 
purely Hellenic, but the sample is very small. Generally 
speaking, during the Hellenistic period, personal names 
of Byblians were predominantly of Greek origin, as they 
were later in Roman times.

Conclusion
In the context of the later Hellenistic period and the 
decline of the Seleucids, small local powers, such as 
Byblos, were faced with numerous opponents, brigands 

and other dangerous neighbours. Earlier, the Seleucids, 
eager to find local support, had made concessions to 
the cities, reigniting rivalries between close neighbours 
(Capdetrey 2007, 220), which reinforced local identities. 
Clearly, the religious past of Byblos supported its survival 
as a city, at a time when it had, seemingly, lost any 
political or commercial role, except locally. This religious 
specialization, marked by the city itself as an element of 
self-definition (‘Of Byblos the Saint’, in Phoenician, then 
in Greek during the Roman period Ἱερὰς Βύβλου), was 
undoubtedly the reason for its success. All later evidence 
concerning the city (Plutarch, Lucian, and obviously 
Philo of Byblos, who highlighted the traditions of the city 
from which he came) was concerned, almost exclusively, 
with this religious life.

Thus, the city had managed to survive, but as 
archaeological remains or external testimonies show, it 
was not particularly prominent. Nevertheless, several 
documents from Byblos itself help to explain how the city 
evolved, to become, in Roman times, a city well present 
on the map of the religious life of the Near East.
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7 juillet 1972 sous les auspices du Nederlands Instituut 
voor het Nabije Oosten et civilisation, edited by Sophie 
Cluzan, Eric Delpont, and Jeanne Mouliérac. Nantes: 
Flammarion, 166‑70.

–––. 2012. ‘L’archéologie du culte: les ancêtres royaux 
dans la documentation archéologique d’Ébla et les 
témoignages textuels d’Ougarit’. Comptes rendus des 
séances de l’Académie des Inscriptions et Belles-Let-
tres 156 (2): 951‑92.

–––. 2018. ‘Doni faraonici alla corte di Ebla nell’antico 
regno: Una riflessione sul contesto storico’. In A 
Oriente del Delta. Scritti sull’Egitto ed il VO antico 
in onore di Gabriella Scandone Matthiae, edited by 
Agnese Vacca, Sara Pizzimenti, and Maria Gabriella 
Micale. Roma: Scienze e lettere, 347‑66.

–––. 2020. Ebla. Archaeology and History. New York: 
Routledge.

Matthiae Scandone, Gabriella. 1979. ‘Vasi iscritti di 
Chefren e Pepi I nel Palazzo Reale G di Ebla’. Studi 
Eblati 1: 33‑43.

–––. 1981. ‘I vasi egiziani in pietra del Palazzo Reale G di 
Ebla’. Studi Eblati 4: 99‑127.

–––. 1997. ‘The Relations between Ebla and Egypt’. In The 
Hyksos: New Historical and Archaeological Perspec-
tive, edited by Eliezer D. Oren. University Museum, 
University of Pennsylvania, 415‑27.

Maxwell-Hyslop, Rachel. 1946. ‘Daggers and Swords 
in Western Asia. A Study from Prehistoric Times 
to 600 B.C.’ Iraq 8: 1‑65.

–––. 1949. ‘Western Asiatic Shaft-Hole Axes’. 
Iraq 11: 90‑130.

May, Natalie. 2014. ‘Gates and their functions in Mesopo-
tamia and Ancient Israel’. Edited by Natalie N. May 
and Ulrike Steinert. The Fabric of Cities. Aspects of 
Urbanism, Urban Topography and Society in Mesopota-
mia, Greece and Rome. Leiden: Brill, 77‑121.

https://www.lorientlejour.com/article/1077927/le-liban-va-recuperer-la-tete-de-taureau-dechmoun.html
https://www.lorientlejour.com/article/1077927/le-liban-va-recuperer-la-tete-de-taureau-dechmoun.html


292 BYBLOS: A LEGACY UNEARTHED

Mazzoni, Stefania. 1979. ‘Essai d’interprétation des 
vases plastiques dans la Syrie du Bronze Moyen 
et Récent’. Les Annales Archéologiques Arabes 
Syriennes 29‑30: 237‑52.

Meiggs, Russell. 1982. Trees and Timber in the Ancient 
Mediterranean World. Oxford: Clarendon Press.

Melhem, Maya Ghassan. 2015. ‘Guidelines for Establish-
ing Ancillary Botanic Gardens’. MA thesis, American 
University of Beirut.

Mettinger, Tryggve N.D. 1995. No Graven Image? Israelite 
Aniconism in Its Ancient Near Eastern Context. 
Stockholm: Almqvist & Wiksell International.

Meunier, Mario. 1924. Isis et Osiris, traduction nouvelle 
avec Avant-Propos, Prolégomènes et Notes par Mario 
Meunier. Paris: L’artisan du livre.

Michalowski, Pjotr. 2020. ‘The Kingdom of Akkad in 
Contact with the World’. In The Oxford History of the 
Ancient Near East, Volume I: From the Beginning to 
Old Kingdom Egypt and the Dynasty of Akkad, edited 
by Karen Radner, Nadine Möller, and Daniel T. Potts. 
New York: Oxford University Press, 686‑764.

Miniaci, Gianluca. 2018. ‘Deposit f (Nos. 15121‑15567) in 
the Obelisk Temple at Byblos: Artefact Mobility in the 
Middle Bronze Age I-II (1850‑1650 BC) between Egypt 
and the Levant’. Ägypten und Levante 28: 379‑408.

–––. 2020. ‘At the Dawn of the Late Bronze Age “Globali-
zation”: The (Re)-Circulation of Egyptian Artefacts 
in Nubia and the Northern Levant in the MB II-Mid 
MB III (c. 1710‑1755 BC)’. Claroscuro 19 (2): 1‑26.

–––. 2021. ‘La Siria e l’Egitto’. In Archeologia della Siria 
antica, edited by Davide Nadali and Frances Pinnock, 
109‑24. Roma: Carocci.

Miniaci, Gianluca, and Stephen Quirke. 2009. ‘Reconceiv-
ing the Tomb in the Late Middle Kingdom: The Burial 
of the Accountant of the Main Enclosure Neferhotep 
at Dra Abu El-Naga’. Bulletin de l’Institut Français 
d’Archéologie Orientale 109: 339‑83.

Miniaci, Gianluca, and Camilla Saler. 2021. ‘The 
Metal Sheet Figurines from Byblos: Evidence of 
an Egyptian Import and Adaptation’. Ägypten und 
Levante 31: 339‑55.

Miron, Eli. 1992. ‘Axes and adzes from Canaan’. Prähistor-
ische Bronzefunde 9.

Miroschedji, Pierre de. 2013. ‘Fouilles de Tel Yarmouth: 
résultats des travaux de 2003 à 2009 (14e, 18e 
campagnes)’. Comptes rendus des séances de 
l’Académie des Inscriptions et Belles-Lettres 157 
(2): 759‑96.

Miroschedji, Pierre de, Moain Sadeq, Dina Faltings, 
Virginie Boulez, Laurence Naggiar-Moliner, Naomi 
Sykes, and Margareta Tengberg. 2001. ‘Les Fouilles 
de Tell es-Sakan (Gaza) nouvelles données sur les 
contacts égypto-cananéens aux IVe-IIIe millénaires’. 
Paléorient 27: 75‑104.

Mitasova, Helena, Michael C. Barton, Isaac Ullah, Jaroslav 
Hofierka, and Russell S. Harmon. 2013. ‘GIS-Based 
Soil Erosion Modeling’. In Treatise on Geomorphol-
ogy, Vol. 3, edited by John F. Schoder. Amsterdam: 
Elsevier, 228‑58.

Molnar, Petra, Torbjorn P. Ahlstrom, and Ido Leden. 2011. 
‘Osteoarthritis and activity – an analysis of the rela-
tionship between eburnation, Musculoskeletal Stress 
Markers (MSM) and age in two Neolithic hunter-gath-
erer populations from Gotland, Sweden’. International 
Journal of Osteoarchaeology 21 (3): 283‑91.

Montet, Pierre. 1928a. Byblos et l’Égypte, Quatre 
campagnes des fouilles à Gebeil 1921‑1922‑1923‑1924, 
texte. Paris: Librairie Orientaliste Paul Geuthner.

–––. 1928b. ‘Notes et documents pour servir à l’histoire 
des relations entre l’ancienne Égypte et la Syrie’. 
Kêmi 1: 83‑93.

–––. 1929. Byblos et l’Égypte, Quatre campagnes des fouilles 
à Gebeil 1921‑1922‑1923‑1924, atlas. Paris: Librairie 
Orientaliste Paul Geuthner.

–––. 1962. ‘Notes et documents pour servir à l’histoire des 
relations entre l’Égypte et la Syrie: VIII, Ounamon 
chez Zekerbaal’. Kêmi 16: 79‑83.

Moorey, Peter Roger Stuart, and Stuart Fleming. 1984. 
‘Problems in the Study of the Anthropomorphic 
Metal Statuary from Syro-Palestine Before 330 B.C.’ 
Levant 16 (1): 67‑90.

Moran, William L. 1992. The Amarna Letters. Baltimore: 
Johns Hopkins University Press.

Mourad, Anna-Latifa. 2015. Rise of the Hyksos: Egypt 
and the Levant from the Middle Kingdom to the Early 
Second Intermediate Period. Archaeopress Egyptolo-
gy 11. Oxford: Archaeopress.

Mouterde, Paul. 1986. Nouvelle flore du Liban et de la 
Syrie. Beirut: Libraire Orientale.

Moysey, Robert A. 1974. ‘Greek Relations with the Persian 
Satraps: 371‑343 B.C.’ PhD thesis, Princeton: Princeton 
University.

Muhly, James D. 1980. ‘Bronze Figurines and Near Eastern 
Metalwork (Review Article)’. Israel Exploration 
Journal 30 (3/4): 148‑61.

Munnich, Maciej. M. 2013. The God Resheph in the Ancient 
Near East. Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck.

Nacousi, Lina. 1985. ‘Byblos au IIe millénaire’. MA Thesis, 
Paris: Paris I.

Negbi, Ora. 1976. Canaanite Gods in Metal. An Archeolog-
ical Study of Ancient Syro-Palestinian Figurines. Tel 
Aviv: Tel Aviv University.

Negbi, Ora, and Samuel Moskowitz. 1966. ‘The 
“Foundation Deposits” or “Offering Deposits” of 
Byblos’. Bulletin of the American School of Oriental 
Research 184: 21‑26.

Nenova-Merdjanova, Rossitsa. 2002. ‘Bronze Vessels and 
the Toilette in Roman Times’. In From the Parts to the 



293Bibliography


Whole: Acta of the 13th Internatinal Bronze Congress, 
Held at Cambridge, Massachusetts, May 28-June 1, 
1996, edited by Carol C. Mattusch. Portsmouth: 
JRA, 200‑204.

Newberry, Percy. 1938. ‘Three Old Kingdom Travellers to 
Byblos and Pwenet’. Journal of Egyptian Archaeolo-
gy 24: 182‑84.

Nicholson, Paul T. 1998. ‘Materials and Technology’. 
In Gifts of the Nil, Ancient Egyptian Faience, edited 
by Florence Dunn Friedman. London: Thames and 
Hudson, 50‑65.

Nigro, Lorenzo. 2009. ‘The Eighteenth-Century BC 
Princes of Byblos and Ebla and the Chronology 
of the Middle Bronze Age’. In Interconnections in 
the Eastern Mediterranean. Lebanon in the Bronze 
and Iron Ages. Proceedings of the International 
Symposium Beirut 2008. BAAL Hors-Série 6. Beirut: 
Ministry of Culture, Lebanon/Directorate General of 
Antiquities, 159‑75.

Nijboer, Albert, and Johannes Van der Plicht. 2006. ‘An 
Interpretation of the Radiocarbon Determinations of 
the Oldest Indigenous-Phoenician Stratum Thus Far, 
Excavated at Huelva, Tartessos (South-West Spain)’. 
Babesch 81: 31‑36.

Niwiński, Andrzej. 1995. ‘Le passage de la XXe à la XXIIe 
dynastie: Chronologie et histoire politique’. Bulletin de 
l’Institut Français d’Archéologie Orientale 95: 329‑60.

Nordiguian, Lévon, and Jean-Claude Voisin. 1999. 
Châteaux et églises du Moyen Âge au Liban. Beyrouth: 
Éditions Terre du Liban/Trans-Orient.

Novotny, Jamie R., and Joshua Jeffers. 2018. The Royal In-
scriptions of Ashurbanipal (668‑631 BC), Aššur-Etel-Ilāni 
(630‑627 BC), and Sîn-Šarra-Iškun (626‑612 BC), Kings of 
Assyria, Part 1. Royal Inscriptions of the Neo-Assyrian 
Period, 5,1. University Park: Eisenbrauns.

Olmo Lete, Gregorio del. 1992. ‘The Divine panoply 
(KTU 1.65 12‑14)’. Aula Orientalis 10: 254‑56.

Otto, Adelheid. 2000. Die Entstehung und Entwicklung der 
Klassisch-Syrischen Glyptik. Untersuchungen zur As-
syriologie und Voderasiatischen Archäologie 8. Berlin: 
De Gruyter.

Pace, Alessandro. 2020. ‘Alcuni dadi ‘particolari’ da 
Pompei. Dall’evidenza materiale alla cultura ludica’. 
Instrumentum 52: 33-35.

Parkinson, Richard Bruce. 1999. The Tale of Sinuhe and 
Other Ancient Egyptian Poems 1940‑1649 BC. Oxford: 
Oxford University Press.

–––. 2009. Reading Ancient Egyptian Poetry: Among Other 
Histories. Chichester: Blackwell-Wiley.

Parks, Danielle, and Hector Neff. 2002. ‘A Geochemical 
Vector for Trade: Cyprus, Asia Minor and the Roman 
East’. In Geochemical Evidence for Long-Distance 
Exchange, edited by Michael Glascock. Westport: 
Bergin and Garvey, 205‑14.

Pasquier, Alain. 2012. ‘Figures antiques de pêcheurs : du 
grotesque au sublime’. Comptes rendus des séances de 
l’Académie des Inscriptions et Belles-Lettres, 1529‑63.

Patch, Diana Craig. 1998. ‘By Necessity or Design: Faience 
Use in Ancient Egypt’. In Gifts of the Nile, Ancient 
Egyptian Faience, edited by Florence Dunn Friedman. 
London: Thames and Hudson, 32‑45.

Pettinato, Giovanni. 1983. ‘Le città fenicie e Byblos in 
particolare nella documentazione epigrafica di Ebla’. 
Studi Fenici 16: 107‑18.

–––. 1986. Ebla: Nuovi orizzonti della storia. Milan: Rusconi.
Pfälzner, Peter. 2007. ‘Archaeological Investigations in 

the Royal Palace of Qatna’. In Urban and Natural 
Landscapes of the Ancient Syrian Capital Settlement 
and Environment at Tell Mishrifeh / Qatna and in 
Central-Western Syria, edited by Daniele Morandi 
Bonacossi. Udine: FORUM, 29‑64.

–––. 2014. ‘Royal Funerary Practices and Interregional 
Contacts in the Middle Bronze Age Levant: New 
Evidence from Qaṭna’. In Contextualising Grave 
Inventories in the Ancient Near East, Proceedings of a 
Workshop at the London 7th ICAANE in April 2010 and 
an International Symposium in Tübingen in 
November 2010, Both Organised by the Tübingen 
Post-Graduate School “Symbols of the Dead”, edited by 
Peter Pfälzner, Herbert Niehr, Ernst Pernicka, Sarah 
Lange, and Tina Köster. Qatna Studien Supplementa 3. 
Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz, 141‑56.

Philip, Graham. 1988. ‘Hoards of the Early and Middle 
Bronze Ages in the Levant’. World Archaeology 20 
(2): 190‑208.

–––. 1989. Metal Weapons of the Early and Middle Bronze 
Ages in Syria-Palestine. BAR International Series 526. 
Oxford: BAR Publishing.

–––. 1995. ‘Warrior Burials in the Ancient Near-East-
ern Bronze Age: The Evidence from Mesopotamia, 
Western Iran and Syria-Palestine’. In The Archae-
ology of Death in the Ancient Near East, edited by 
Stuart Campbell and Anthony Green. Oxford: Oxbow 
Books, 140‑54.

–––. 2006. Tell el-Dab’a XV. Metalwork and metalworking 
evidence of the late Middle Kingdom and the Second 
Intermediate Period. Vienna: Verlag der Österreichis-
chen Akademie der Wissenschaften.

Pillet, Maurice. 1927. ‘Le temple de Byblos’. Syria 8 
(2): 105‑12.

Pingitzer, Paul. 2021. ‘Aphrodite mit Handgirlande. Bronz-
estatuetten mit oft verkanntem Attribut’. In Stein auf 
Stein. Festschrift für Hilke Thür zum 80. Geburtstag, 
edited by Karin Koller, Elisabeth Trinkl, and Ursula 
Quatember. Graz: Unipress Graz, 187‑200.

Podany, Amanda H. 2012. Brotherhood of Kings: How 
International Relations Shaped the Ancient Near East. 
Oxford: Oxford University Press.



294 BYBLOS: A LEGACY UNEARTHED

Pomey, Patrice. 2015. ‘Navires et construction navale dans 
l’Egypte ancienne’. In Entre Nil et mers, La navigation 
en Egypte ancienne, edited by Pierre Tallet and Bruno 
Argemi. NeHet 3. Paris: Université Paris-Sorbonne, 1‑29.

Pommier, Jean. 1965. ‘Autour de la mission de Phénicie 
d’Ernest Renan’. Comptes rendus des séances de 
l’Académie des Inscriptions et Belles-Lettres 109 
(1): 126‑41.

Porada, Edith. 1973. ‘Notes of the Sarcophagus of Ahiram’. 
Journal of Ancient Near Eastern Studies 5: 355‑72.

Posener, Georges. 1940. Princes et pays d’Asie et de Nubie: 
Textes hiératiques sur des figurines d’envoûtement du 
moyen empire. Bruxelles: Fondation égyptologique 
reine Élisabeth.

–––. 1969. ‘Sur les inscriptions pseudo-hiéroglyph-
iques de Byblos’. Mélanges de l’Université Saint-Jo-
seph 45: 223‑39.

Prag, Kay. 1978. ‘Silver in the Levant in the Fourth Mil-
lennium B.C.’ In Archaeology in the Levant. Essays for 
Kathleen Kenyon, edited by Peter Roger Stuart Moorey 
and Peter Parr. Warminster: Aris and Philips, 36‑45.

–––. 1986. ‘Byblos and Egypt in the Fourth Millennium 
B.C.’ Levant 18: 59‑74.

Price, Martin Jessop. 1991. The Coinage in the Name of 
Alexandre the Great and Philip Arrhidaeus. Zurich: The 
Swiss Numismatic Society.

Pritchard, James B. 1969. Ancient Near Eastern Texts 
Relating to the Old Testament. 3rd edition with Supple-
ment. Princeton: Princeton University Press.

Puech, Émile. 2000. ‘Les pointes de flèches inscrites de la 
fin du IIe millénaire en Phénicie et Canaan’. In Actas 
del IV congreso internacional de estudios fenicios y 
púnicos, I Cádiz, edited by Maria Eugénia Aubet and 
Manuela Barthélemy. Cádiz: Universidad, Servicio de 
Publicaciones, 251‑69.

Pulak, Cemal. 2001. ‘Cedar for Ships’. Archaeology & 
History in Lebanon 14: 24‑36.

Puljiz, Ivana. 2021. Gold von Königen und Göttern: Zur 
Bedeutung von Goldobjekten in den syrisch-nordle-
vantinischen Königtümern der Mittleren und Späten 
Bronzezeit ausgehend von den Funden aus den 
Grüften von Qatna. Qatna-Studien 10. Wiesbaden: 
Harrassowitz.

Queyrel, François. 2016. La sculpture hellénistique. 
Tome 1, Formes, thèmes et fonctions. Vol. T.1. 
Paris: Picard.

Radini, Anita, Efthymia Nikita, Stephen Buckley, Les 
Copeland, and Karen Hardy. 2017. ‘Beyond Food: The 
Multiple Pathways for Inclusion of Materials into 
Ancient Dental Calculus’. American Journal of Physical 
Anthropology 162 (S63): 71‑83.

Rainey, Anson Frank. 1996. ‘Who Is a Canaanite? A 
Review of the Textual Evidence’. Bulletin of the 
American School of Oriental Research 304 (1): 1‑15.

–––. 2015. The El-Amarna Correspondence. Leiden: Brill.
Rambach, Jörg. 2017. ‘Schematic Marble Figurines from 

Secure Early Cycladic I Grave Contexts on the Islands 
of Ano Kouphonisi, Antiparos, Dhespotiko, Naxos, 
Paros and Siphnos’. In Early Cycladic Sculpture in 
Context, edited by Marisa Marthari, Colin Renfrew, 
and Michael Boyd. Oxford: Oxbow, 65‑88.

Reade, Julian Edgeworth. 2018. ‘Ships Bringing Timber for 
the Palace of Sargon’. In Text and Image. Proceedings 
of the 61e Rencontre Assyriologique Internationale, 
Geneva and Bern, 22‑26 June 2015, edited by Pascal 
Attinger, Antoine Cavigneaux, Catherine Mittermayer, 
and Mirko Novák. Leuven: Peeters, 355‑68.

Rehm, Ellen. 2004. Der Ahiram-Sarkophag: Dynasten-
sarkophage mit szenischen Reliefs aus Byblos und 
Zypern. Mainz am Rhein: Philipp von Zabern.

Renan, Ernest. 1858. ‘Mémoire sur l’origine et le caractère 
véritable de l’Histoire phénicienne qui porte le nom 
de Sanchoniathon’. Mémoires de l’Académie des In-
scriptions et Belles Lettres 23: 241‑334.

–––. 1864. Mission de Phénicie. Paris: Imprimerie 
Impériale.

Renan, Ernest, and Marcelin Berthelot. 1898. Correspon-
dance 1847‑1892. Paris: Calmann Lévy.

Renan, Ernest, and Hortense Cornu. 1994. Correspon-
dance 1856‑1861 (Mission en Phénicie): Edition établie, 
présentée et annotée par Maurice Gasnier. Paris: 
Centre d’étude des correspondances, CNRS.

Renfrew, Colin, John E. Dixon, and Johnson Robin Cann. 
1966. ‘Obsidian and Early Cultural Contact in the Near 
East’. Proceedings of the Prehistoric Society 32: 30‑72.

Rey, Emmanuel-Guillaume. 1871. Étude sur les monuments 
de l’architecture militaire des croisés en Syrie et dans 
l’île de Chypre. Paris: Imprimerie nationale.

Rey-Coquais, Jean-Paul. 2010. ‘Liban chrétien des 
origines à Justinien’. Archaeology & History in the 
Lebanon 32‑33: 1‑26.

Ribichini, Sergio. 1994. ‘Le origini della città santa. Biblo 
nei miti della tradizione classica’. In Biblo: una città e la 
sua cultura, edited by Enrico Acquaro, Federico Mazza, 
Sergio Ribichini, Gabriella Scandone, and Paolo Xella. 
Roma: Consiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche, 215‑30.

–––. 1995. ‘Adonis’. In Dictionary of Deities and Demons in 
the Bible, edited by Karel van der Toorn, Bob Becking, 
and Pieter Willem van Der Horst. Leiden: Brill, 12‑17.

–––. 1997. ‘Les croyances et la vie religieuse’. In Les 
Phéniciens, edited by Sabatino Moscati. Paris: 
Stock, 120‑52.

Rich, Sarah A. 2017. Cedar Forests, Cedar Ships. Allure, 
Lore and Metaphor in the Mediterranean Near East. 
Oxford: Archaeopress.

Roccati, Alessandro. 2012. ‘Appendice. DUGURASU=rw-h’wt’. 
Atti dell’Accademia delle Scienze di Torino, Classe di 
Scienze Morali, Storiche e Filologiche 146: 37‑41.



295Bibliography


–––. 2015a. ‘DUGURASU = Rw-h’wt’. In Tradition and 
Innovation in the Ancient Near East: Proceedings of 
the 57th Rencontre Assyriologique Internationale at 
Rome, 4‑8 July 2011, edited by Alfonso Archi. Winona 
Lake: Eisenbrauns, 155‑59.

–––. 2015b. ‘Iny’s Travels’. In Homenaje a Mario Liverani, 
fundador di una ciencia nueva, edited by Maria 
Giovanna Biga, Joaquín M Córdoba, and Carmen Del 
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